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f;,;'%: .',;1 PREVIOUS PRODUCTIONS OF THE SOCIETY

1922 HMS Pinafore 1957 The White Horse Inn 1974 The Pajema Game Trial by Jury &
1923 The Pirates of Panzance 1858 The Gipsy Princess Yeomen of the Guand HMS Pinalore
1924 Ruddigore 1959 The Merry Widow 1975 Pink Champagne 1988 Kismel

1925 Patence 1960 Bless the Bride Palience Hall a Sixpence
1926 Yeoman of the Guard 1861 The Bay Friend 1976 South Pacific 1889 Fiddler on the ool
19827 Dorathy 1862 Grab Me a Gondola Ruddigon The Gondoliers
1028 Les Cloches de Comaville 1883 The Quaker Gidl 1977 Guys & Dol 1880 Dw Fledermaus
1829 Mikado 1964 The Mew Moon Unopia Lid The King and |
1830 Thi BGondoliers Miado (CV) 1978 The Whila Horse Inn 1891 Carousel

1531 Falka 1965 The Maid of the Mountaing Mikado Patience

1832 HMS Pinalors Pirates of Penzance (CV) 1979 Brigadoon 1992 Annie Gel Your Gun
1933 Marrie England 1866 Gipsy Love Princess lda Bless the Bride
1934 Tom Jones HME Pinafore (CV) 1980 Orpheus in the 1993 Brgadoan

1935 The Geisha 1867 Call Me Madam Unelsword Rililotne

1936 Dorothy Ielanthe (CV) Ielanthe 1934 My Fair Lady

1837 The Maid of the Mountaing 1968 The Deserl Song 1981 Summer Song South Pacific

1938 The Street Singer Patiance (CV) The Cuaker Girl 1995 Kiss Me. Kate

1839 Goodnight Vienna 1969 Rese Marie 1382 The Desert Song Olver!

1947 Miss Hook of Holtand Mikada Cox & Box & The Sorcerer 1986 Anything Goes
1948 Maritza 18970 Free As Air 1983 Oklahomal Guys & Dol

1948 Katinka The Pirates of Penzance The Firales of Penzance 1997 Orpheus in the Underworkd
1850 The Lilac Doming 1971 Dilghomal 1984 My Fair Lady Piratas of Penzance
1851 Rio Rita Trial by Jury & Frae As Air 1988 The Pajama Game
1852 Wild Violets HMS Pinalorg 1985 Shawboal The Merry Widow
1853 Magyar Melody 1972 Tha Marry Widow La Vie Pasigisnne 1999 Kismet

1954 Carissima The Gondoligrs 1966 Yeomen of the Guand 2000 The Mikado

1955 Rose Marie 1973 Carousal The Sound of Music

1956 Tulip Time lolanthe 1987 The Merry Widow £V« Concer Werson
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WITHAM AMATEUR OPERATIC SOCIETY

Presents

Reg Charity No: '8
- IL'

Eastern Arts
Board Funded

BY ARRANGEMENT WITH SAMUEL FRENCH LTD
Honk v LARRY L. KING and Peter MASTERSON
Music and Lyries by CARDL KING

at the

WITHAM PUBLIC HALL
MONDAY 23rd to SATURDAY 28th OCTOBER 2000

Nightly 7.30pm - Doors Open 7.00pm
Saturday Matinee 2.30pm - Doors Open 2.00pm

Visit our website for up-to-date information www.withamoperatic.com

53
WITHAM AMATEUR OPERATIC SOCIETY was inaugurated in 1921, is a registered charity (number 265029). and @
is affiliated to the National Operatic & Dramatic Association (NODA) e
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A INEXA CHALLENGE IV "TEOE
INENNA MILILEININITIIVE

"The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas" is something of a departure from our usual repertoire.

Not only is the musical genre rather different (country/western) from G&S or Rogers &
Hammerstein but the action is almost contemporary (about twenty years after Kennedy's
inauguration, we learn) and the plot.......! But don't worry; as Miss Mona sings in Act 1 Sc2

"there's nothing dirty going on".

HE STORY OPENS with an explanation of how the Chicken Ranch, in a town called Gilbert, got its name and the

winking acknowledgement that "if you grew up anywhere in Texas, you knew from an early age they were selling
something out there other than pullets™. We are introduced to Miss Mona, the proprietor of the Chicken Ranch and to
her “girls*, who sing for the benefit of newcomers, Angel and Shy. the rules of the house. Miss Mona displays a
surprisingly conservative taste ("please don't show me no tattoos, no hearts and flowers on your thigh, it's downright
tacky”) for someone in her position and also demonstrates a tender side as she counsels a youg girl who has run away
from an abusive father ("girl, you're a woman, keep your head up high®). Just as we get comfortable with the sitation at
the Chicken Ranch the scene shifts to the Watchdog tv studio, the spiritual home of Melvin P Thorpe and his Dogeties.
He shines his self-righteous Spotlight on Gilbert and reveals o the world what they already know (*Texas has a
whorehouse in it"). And so the ball of hypocrisy starts rolling.
A neat counterpoint to the hypocrisy of Thorpe is the refreshing openness of Jewel. the maid in the Chicken Ranch. She
describes 1o the girls her "twenty four hours of loving® on her day off with her boyfriend (*what I been watchin' you
girls sell all week, well your mama's gonna give it away tonight”). But this lighter mood is punctured by Sheriff Ed Earl
Daodd, who has been told of Watchdog's revelations on TV . Since the Sheriff has stuck his "neck out from hell to
Georgia” protecting Miss Mona in return for campaign contributions and some payment in kind, one suspects, his
concern that the "public don't understand politics. no better than pigs understand kissing”, leads 1o an over-enthusiastic
request to Melvin P. Thorpe to leave town. And so the lines in the sand are drawn and there can only be one outcome.
The Sheriff's outhurst is captured on camera and replayed to his fellow Texans, who wrestle with their collective
conscience and lose, siding with Melvin against Miss Mona, the Sheriff and Miss Mona's girls.
One Texan, whose daydreaming has been inspired by the unorthodox behaviour of Miss Mona and who, we suspect.
secretly admires her ("at least she ain't on her feet all day"). is Doatsy Mae, the waitress from the Texas Twinkle Cafe.
Her beautiful song “Frederick of Hollywood”, muses on what might have been and forces us all to reflect on what fun
we could have had if we weren't "plain as grey, respectable”. The action then cuts to a commentary on the local football
team's match (the Aggie Boys), their victory and the local senator's promise that they can visit the Chicken Ranch as a
reward, They sing the "Aggie Song” as they relish the prospect of their visit and draw some comparisons between their
activities on and off the football field. Later that night Melvin P.Thorpe and his camera crew turn up at the Chicken
Ranch to find the Aggies. the Senator, the Sherniff and the “girls® doing what comes naturally. And so Act One ends on a
rotows note.

CT TWO opens up with a continuation of the previous scene but with the Senator claiming he was doped and

forced 1o participate in his noctumnal atfairs by Communists. The Governor of Texas, sensing a photo opportunity.
appears and despite his initial *Sidestep” of the questions asked him by reporters is eventually forced to admit that
"someone, somewhere, will have to close her down®. The Sheriff, besieged by phone calls from the good people of
Gilben, egged on by the Mayor, newspaper proprietor and local businessmen ("but nobody's buying nothing. People just
standin around in clumps, wringing their hands and talkin about this damned mess”) and finally ordered by the
Governor, faces up to calling Mona and gives her the bad news.
The SherifY. in his only song, "She's a good old girl” gives us a glimpse of his feelings for Mona but also reveals that
they have always remained unsaid (“there's lots of things [ could have told her I suppose®). He calls Mona on the
telephone and Mona and the girls pack up to leave, sharing their fears for the future and trying to convince each other
that things will be *fine and dandy. lord it's like a hard candy Christmas®. The Sheriff visits Mona. uncertain of what to
say. He is L'lf':ll'])' upset but Feﬁmp; more by s Failure to control events in his town than for any sentimental reasons.
He does not remember the signilicance of an event many years before, that he and Mona both shared and Mona comes
1o realise. with weary resignation that. like many years before. she is on her own. In the very poignant * Bus from
Amarillo” Mona reveals how she passed up a chance for spiritual freedom many years before and reflects, sadly. "how @
plan jusi digappears. how the days can i 1o weeks and how the weeks can tum o years®. In other worids. !'.,; Mona.
as for Doatsy Mae and many others. lile has passed her by,

A MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT

Howdy folks! We welcome ¥'all to the Lone Star State for an evening of fun,
rousing music and a love imterest down at the "chicken ranch® (vou'll understand
that as the plor is revealed).

In spite of the rather naughty ritle we have made every effort to ensure that there is
rothing in the week’s entertainment thar will cause embarrassment or affence,

As the lare Kenny Everint would say "Iv's all in the best possifie rasne.”

So, thank vou for coming - enjoy vourselves and please

come fo our next production, "The Gondoliers”. /[M ﬁl:rﬁti-i____

THE DIRECTOR -
VAL MASSEY

Vaal, @ Yorkshire lass, trained for the theatre and over a number of vears has
been fortunate to have plaved most female roles. Favourites include -

Guinevere (Camelot), Eliza {My Fair Lady). Annie (of Gun fame) and Dolly Levi
(Hello Dolly).

In recent vears. Val has terned her talents in different directions, working on
West End and touring professional musicals and directing amateur productions.
Working on Whorehouse has been quite an experience!

THE CHOREOGRAPHER -
NIEEI MUONDELL-FPOOLE

Having been rought up on musical theaire, Nikki has perforned with many local
aperatic socielies over the last 18 years. During the last few vears she has been
Sortunate to work both in the West End and on tour with the Cameron Mackintosh
productions of Phantom of the Opera, Miss Saigon. Les Miserables and Cas,

This is Nikki's first show with Witham Amarenr Operatic Society and Whorehouse,
bertly af which she has found enjoyable and exciting. She hopes this is the start of
a long assoctation with the Socier.

THE MOSICAL DIRECTOR -
JILI PARKEIN

Although we have known Jill ar WAOS since 1988 when she was our accompanist
fior Holf a Sixpence. it took a while to persuade her to take on responsibiline for
all musical divection. Six vears i be exact. when Jill was MD for My Foir Lady
(1994). Then quickly followed Oliver (1995), after which she followed the epony-
mous hevo's exanple and asked for more. Move than she bargained for; prerfaps,
sinee Jill .wb.\'rqhnl.l‘{l‘ tiwsk the MDY role Sorr tiree shows by our junior secrion,
WOW. Joseph, West Side Story and The Bovfriend and even stepped i ar the last
it o complete 42md Street when, ewing o unforeseen circumstances, the MD
ar the fime had to drop out. Pajama Game § T9980 and Calamine Jane ( T80 gl
now: The Best Lintle Whorehowse in Texas cetiplete i tnbroken run of seven conr-
sewntive vears with Withane. Thix ix the ffrss time thet JIE cn Vel el from
Deaneaster, ave teaned wp. Mav it ner be the last!
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CAST OF CEHARACTERS
i =

N

DRAMATIS PERSONAE
Mona Stangley (the madam of the Chicken Ranch) ................................. Sue Cawley
(ol [Voreals SERICRIN. ol 7 i sl e e A e A Liz Watson
P T e o e e e R B S 4 A e i Kathryn Adkins
I e e o A . e R 8 S O Wietoria Adkins
THE GIRLS AT MISS MONA'S
Linda Lou .. 5andra Moorhouse
Dawn ... .. Sue Rogers
Ginger. .. + e e. Sue Siddalls
BOREIICR v, o vt o oo o o S A B RS D e s s et m e Matalie Hawkes
Taddy Jo ... Judy Henderson
T e e s S e o e A Caron Bradbury
ORI . o i i e W i S o e e S S TS S Rereiaia Anita Collings
Sheriff Ed Earl Dodd
{Sheriff of Lanvil County, Texas, home of the Chicken Ranch) ................ .. Stewart Adkins

Melvin P. 1'hnrpe (TV Prasenter uf%rchdog,i

. Michael Dunion

The Dognmas .. Richard Adkms.ﬁuma H»nleg.r B-|i| Chap-lm Trevor Drury,
Alf Farmer, Lavinia Farmer, Janice Hawkes, Richard Herring,

l'hnnl.h Mc{‘.abe Steve Rugars. Colleen Shelle'_r lain Tessier, Pam Whelan

Ba.ndluder - ey .. Tim Clarke
Senator Wingwoah ..............coiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e .. Richard Cowen
Scruggs .. .+....Alf Farmer
Mayor Rufus Poindexnr .. Richard Cowen
Edsel Ma:kur ; .. Bill Chaplin
Angelettes. .. \'i:mna Mluns. C‘aron Bra,cﬂ:ury A.ng.e Bnlq:. Halen Clark, Anita
...................... Cclling:, Lavinia Farmer, Natalie Hawkes, Sandra Moorhouse, Sue Rogers
Agghs.. v -Richard Adkins {mascot), Tim Clarke, Trevor Drury,
e Gir}f Hugglns. D‘wld I"‘one Michael Mundell-Poole, Steve Rogers, lain Tessier,

SYNOPSIS OF SCENES AND MUSICAL NUMBERS

Act One
Scene | - The Chicken Ranch in the 19305 Musical Number - The Aggie Song
Musical Number - 20 Fans Scene |1 - The Aggies meet Mona's Girls at
Scene 2 - The Chicken Ranch in the 1970 The Chicken Ranch
(when the action was set) Scene |2 - The Raid at The Chicken Ranch that
Musical Number - A Lif Ole Bitty Pissant Country Ploce same night
Scene 3 - The Chicken Ranch
Musical Number - Girl You're @ Woman Act Two
Scene 4 - Watchdog TV Studio Scene | - Aftarmath of The Raid 2t The Chicken Ranch
Musicol Number - Texas Has @ Whorehouse in it Musical Number - The Sidestep
Scene 5 - The Chicken Ranch Scene 1 -The Chicken Ranch
Scene & - The Chicken Ranch Musical Number - Mo Lies
Musical Number - Twenty four hours of lovin Scene 3 - Sherriff's Office
Scene 7 - The Courthouse Steps in Gilbert Musical Number - Good Old Girl
Scene 8 - The Texas Twinkle Cafe in Gilbart Scene 4 - The Chicken Ranch
Musical Mumber - Doatsy Mae Musical Number - Hard Candy Christmas
Scene 9 - Before the Football Game Scene 5 - The Chicken Ranch
Scene 10 - After the Football Game Musical Number - The Bus from Amariflo

|\

—_—

OIN CREDITS
S PRODUCTX —

"

Choreographer: ............coeeuernnenssnnnnnn.. Nikki Mundell-Poole

Stage MANAEEr: .....ocvevirinneirn s i sana Graham Green,

P O P, Jim Crimmins, David Hunt, Keith Radley,
.................................................. Mark Tinworth, Richard Thornelow
Lighting designed and operated by:................ lan Holmes

ossisted B .o Bt T Rt Darren White and Richard Ould
Lighting Equipment by:......oovniinmimneeess 11:59 Productions

COTUE L - - = - s o wom A 5 5 Sk e Paul Galley

Properties Mistress: ..........coonmnniiiianass Helen Clark

OssiEtBd BT .. Jackie and Joe Baker, Angie and Mate Crimmins
.................................................. and Julie Davies

Wardrobe Mistress ............. g e o Jane Furnival

assisted by: ... .... Pat Ladd

Costume lee ..................................... Haslemere Wardrobe

IMABB-URE oo v vnvnnesssnsnmmssssssmnmianisnssnnanas Liz VWatson

OSSISTBA B . o vne i Cynthia Draper & Marea Irving
PmmptNWMarsdm

Production SECreTanys. ... ...cooacirsnnnsnansiins Lavinia Farmer

Box Office Manager:.........ovvomceanmnnanenans Tom Whelan
FrontanuuseMam.gur.....__...................Ru:lﬂrd'\l"hsh

QST BT . cvee s Lydia Clough

Foyer Display: ..... vh S o e e s U ey King
BarHan:gcr:............. ........................ Ran Hewe

assisted by . . ... Tony Furnival

Flowers I:r_r ... Michelle

Publicity & pmgrammz phm,ognph'r ... Peter McKay

Programme Cover and Poster Ar:mrk. . Tim Sheppard
ﬁug.-;mmeby-vaartAdkms

ey e eieeviienennas. Sue Rogers, Bisabeth Ladd, Natalie Hawkes,
Publmtrea&m Rogers, Tom Whelan, Sue Siddalls

~

Musical Director ..
Violin/Viola.......

DHGWL CREDITS ——

Guitar

.. Jill Parkin Bass Guitar . .. Alex Lucas Percussion .. . Mike Kitts
ryony R Rhythm Guitar. .. Tom Whiting Rehearsal .......... Helen Fox
i s Accompanist
.. Phil Toms Pedal Steel ... Rupert Kingston

A

WOULD PATRONS KINDLY REFRAIN FROM TAKING VIDEOS, PHOTOGRAPHS

OR SOUND RECORDINGS OF THIS PRODUCTION.

Hearing Aids - Wearers of suitably equipped hearing aids should select the T position
RMANCE

NOTE THERE WILL BE 3 DURING THE P




ARE YOU INTERERESTED IN JOINING THE SOCIETY?

We are always looking out for new acting/singing members. If you would like to join us, please come to our
first rehearsal of The Gondoliers at Spring Lodge Community Centre, Chipping Hill on Wednesday 8th
November at 7.30pm, or contact our secretary Anne Marsden on (01376) 519629 for more details.

Please note - auditions for new members will be held at 7.30pm on 15th November at Spring Lodge.
Or are you young enough to be a WOW?

Witham Operatic Workshop (WOW) was formed in 1995 as a junior section of WAOS, with the long term aim
of instructing members in all aspects of musical theatre. WOW has already staged Joseph and West Side Storv.
Annie, The Boy Friend and 42nd Street to great acclaim from audiences and critics alike, A production of The
Wiz is planned for next year. Don’t miss it!

WOW has been fortunate to gather together many talented young people, who, apart from gaining useful
experience in the shows, have taken part in various master-classes and a variety of social events, meeling new
friends and forging new relationships in the process. Members of WOW automatically become members of
WAOS at the age of sixteen, and can join the senior group if they so desire. If you would like to join WOW
{and remember you must be 11 to 18 yrs old inclusive) please contact me on {01206) 513275.

Aira, Clog

Micholas Clough
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FREE TANNING]

FOR THE QUICKEST, COOLEST & MOST ENJOYABLE
WAY TO A DEEP HEALTHY SUN TAN

i

[+

N * BOOK A FREE TRIAL NOW *
S 113 Newland Street. Witham 01376 503332
§

128 High Street, Maldon 01621 843300

T 2 Market Square, S.W. Ferrers - 01245 322722

36 Coggeshall Road, Braintree - 01376 347070
and throughout Essex

N.B. Take this advert to your nearest studio for a FREE Trial session worth £5.00
* One Trial per new first time customer OFFER ENDS 30,11.00

N2/

OPEN: *Mon-Fri 9am-8pm * Sat 9am-5.30pm * Sun 10am-2pm
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. BEST LITTLE YOEOREEOL. Iw TEX AS
casT 2000

THE SOCIETY'S GRATEFUL THANKS ARE EXTENDED TO:

isati hers who have
. ations credited in this programme, but also to the many ot
IRyt lndwzl:.::hzl::ﬂ?::rww to the preparation or production of our show.

In_particular: ) )
* the media; those who have freely donated window space oKy, Dl EUTpos,

« our advertisers - without whom the production of this programme would ot have bean possible:

* the Red Cross,
* Witham Dramatic Club for the use of the raised seating;
* Colin Etheridge and Derek Elliot at the Public Hall:

* Spring Lodge for their rehearsal facilities

* those involved with box office, stewarding, pr ?;:Z
backslage, transportation, and all those who

* all our Vice Presidents for their financial support;
* Tim Sheppard for the programme Cover and poster \..-mrk_
* CYGMS, Ipswich Co-op Juniors and Clacton Operatic for Props

mme and raffle ticket selling, refreshments and the bar;
made, designed, or provided costumes and properies;

Finally, we thank you, our audience, for your continued support, and we look forward to
- s;-.-eing vou in the Spring for THE GONDOLIERS
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Finest Belgian and also
Linden Lady Chocolates

Specialists in Silk
& Dried Flowers

Exclusive Bears

Visa & Access welcome
Estallished 23 yoars
13 Newland Street, Witham

Proprietor: Michelle A. Tabor

Telephone:
01376 511318 / 512861

@ e @ L] @ ® \((‘{_3\/- ] {;} o \\(}

INCOGNITA
b y

Master Technicians

Slgbs LI V1

The most naviral mail extensions ever, with a French

averlay that never chips and promates naif growrh.
The less harmful prodices 1o Yeuur ewn nenils.

Prices Froa,:
FULL SET OF NAILS £35.00
MAINTENANCE £20.00

OVERLAY £25.00
MANICURE L£E.00
MAIL ART £1.00

TATTOOS £1.50
NAILPIERCING £10.00
AIRBRUSHING £5.00
EYELASH PERMING “BFFtR
& TINTING £25.00

Plus puveh more!

SPECIAL WEDDING PACKAGE — Unbelicvable
Come in for a consultation. Bring in this advert for a FREE nail
Call NITA 01376 503332 Mohile: 0976 245439

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Witham Dramatic Club

Passion Play by Peter Nicholls
15-18 Nowember 2000

Nigel Northiield Tel: 01621 §92404

Springers
Godspell
21-25 November, 2001
Tel: 01245 465252

Witham Amateur Operatic Society
Old Tyme Music Hall

2 December, 2001

Witham Public Hall

Tel: 01376 513275

Colchester Operanic Sociery

Officers Club, Colchester Garrison
Concert (Songs from the Shows)
Friday/Saturday 19/%0 lanuary, 2001

Witham Operatic Workshop

The Wiz

20-24 February, 2001
Public Hall, Witham

Tel: 01376 513275
Chelmsford AQ.DS.
Hello Dolly

23-31 March

Civic Theatre

Tel: 01245 609568

Witham Amateur Operatic Society

The Gondoliers
23-28 April. 2001
Public Hall, Witham
Tom Whelan,

Tel: 0i3T6 515871

Braintree and Bocking Musical Society

Oklahoma
30 April - 5 May, 2001

The Institute, Braintree

* Improvements to The Public Hall »
The fitting of an induction loop system and improvements to the lighting board have been funded by Witham
Amateur Operatic Society, Witham Operatic Workshop, Carlow Players and Witham Dramatic Club, with
assistance from Braintree Disirict Council, Braintree District Arts Council and Essex Heari ng Aids

e e —
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The Chicken Ranch Lives On
by Natalie Hawkes

Surfing randomly on the net one day I discovered that there is still a brothel named
“The Chicken Ranch” - and it's a direct descendant of the one we are so diligently recreating!

he house's history goes back almost a century. The original Chicken Ranch —an illegal bordello
Tcstablishc(j in La Grange, Texas — earned its name during the Great Depression by accepting chickens in
lieu of cash. Regarded by the locals as a community service and renowned statewide for its quality, the
brothel remained open until Houston television reporter Marvin Zindler successfully crusaded for its
closure in 1973. But the Chicken Ranch's legend lives on, immortalized in our current show The Best Lirile

Whorehouse in Texas.

In 1976, ex-trucker Walter Plankiston founded a new Chicken Ranch on the outskirts of Pahrump. Nevada.

Afiter two false starts — forced to relocate due to legal technicalities, then burned to the ground by arsonists -

the bordello reopened permanently, and Walter decorated it with artefacts such as lamps and paintings that

originally adorned its Texas counterpart. Perhaps the props team could have contacted him!

In 1982, a San Francisco financier purchased the Chicken Ranch for $1 and quickly established a reputation

for impeccable business practices and fair treatment of the ladies. The current management calls the Chicken

Ranch The Best Little Whorehouse in the West'.

COME, COME, COME AND HAVE FUN WITH U$S
AT OUR OWN, OUR VERY OWN MUSIC HALL.
Sa'lu]'-t]a}' 2nd December 2000
Witham Public Hall
TICKETS £10.00, CONCESSIONS £7.50
including supper (bring your own drink and glasses)

FOR TICKETS PLEASE PHONE LIZ WATSON ON

01376 518162




