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STORY OF THE MERRY WIDOW

In the tiny principality of Pontevedro there is a crisis situation, The court
banker, Stefan Glavari, has not only married a penniless beauty, young
enough to be his daugher, but also has hed the audacity to die and leave
her his immensa fortune which, should it leave Pontevedro, would
bankrupt the Country. The ruling Duke of Pontevedro has informed his
Ambassador in Paris, Baron Zeta, that Glavari's widow Anna must at all
costs be prevented from marrying a Frenchman, thus causing such a
disaster.

A party is in progress at the French Embassy in honour of the Duke's
birthday. Zeta's French wife, Valencienne, is flirting with Camille de
Rosillon, who rashly writes *l Love You' an her fan, Zeta is quite unaware
of his wife's behaviour — he is anxious to find Count Danilo, the only
eligible bachelor who could woo Anna and her millions. Unfortunately,
Anna and Danilo were once very much in love but were prevented from
marrying by the Count's Uncle forbidding him to marry a peasant girl,
When they meet again Anna remarks that whenever a man tells her |
Love You' he is thinking of her fortune more than her. Danilo declares
that ha will never say thosé words.

Anna gives a party in the garden of her Palace. She and Danilg, though
deeply in love, will not admit it to each other. Zeta is under pressure 1o
get the widow married t© a compatriot. Valencienne’s fan with jig
compromising message is causing chaos. She and Camille are nearly
caught together in the summer-house, Anna, trying to turn the situation
1o her own advantage, upsets Danilo and he goes off in a rage to ‘Maximy'
where he feals at home.

Later that evening Anna's garden has been decorated to resemble ‘Maxims'
Danilo arrives and is instructed 1o issue an ultimatum to Anna — either ghy
marries a Pontevedrian or she bankrupts her Country. She desperatel
wants to marry Danile but how to make him say *| Love You'? She hag ai
idea which leads to a happy ending to the relief of all concerned,
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